
International Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 

May 02, 2025 
Conference Room 3108 Blair Hall 

Members present:  Dr. Jessica Tindira, Dr. David Viertel,  Dr. Catherine Polydore, Dr. Nichole Hugo (online),  Dr. 
David Melton (Online), Dr. Michael Beck (online),  

Members absent: Dr. Kristin Brown, Dr. Gopal Periyannan, Kaleb Hemrich

Ex-officio present: Mr. Mutombo Andy Kabasele, Dr. Tanya Willard (online)Dr. Bobbi Kingery,

Ex-officio absent: Dr. Robert Chesnut, Ms. Sara Schmidt, Dr. Amy Rosenstein, Dr. Michael Gillespie, Bobbi Kingery 

Visitors present: Mr. Ben Reinbolt, Heather Crank, Melanee Bates (online), Kishna

Guest invitation:  

I. Welcome and Approval of Minutes

David Viertel opened meeting, Jessica is out of town.  Previous minutes approved and motioned by Kristin
Brown, seconded by Catherine Polydore.  No opposition

II. Opening with Dr. Eric Davidson

Melanee Bates reminded the group of the previous discussion regarding immunizations, costs, insurance and
other medical responsibilities for international students.  Opened for discussion and questions.
Dr. Davidson stated that EIU medical is required to comply with Illinois College Immunizations.   They must
have their Tetanus, T-dap, MMR, Meningitis within the last 10 years.  Students must show proof of two
series of measles, mumps, and rubella after 1st birthday and before 21st birthday, 22 and older need ACWY
and Meningitis-A (not to be confused with B).  All students, domestic and international must meet these
requirements.  They should have them before entering the country however, students can get those from EIU
clinic or off campus clinic.  Multiple students can receive a vaccine from an outside clinic within days of
each other and have to pay different prices for same vaccine.  Cost can very dependent upon the supplier of
that specific vaccine.

The discussion then turned to insurance and that as an option to pay for vaccines or other medical needs.
Kaleb asked if EIU can look into having primary insurance policies.  Eric explained that by law, domestic
students can be on parent’s insurance until 26 and after that, they can go to ACA market for low insurance
premiums, international students cannot go to ACA market.  Sometimes students will come with their
country’s insurance only to find that it is not accepted in certain medical networks. EIU does not offer
primary insurance options because the cost would be too high for the return or premiums paid.  There are
companies that offer insurance to international students for $100-$200 a month however, EIU cannot provide
a list due to liabilities and marketing charges.  EIU cannot promote any company over the other so if one is
left off of the list, it could cause legal ramifications.  International students also should not have public
assistance or it could affect getting a green card or other working status changes.  Hospitals will offer
repayment plans or financial options that are through the hospital and not considered public assistance.

Nicole Hugo suggested the option of grad coordinators discussing these items with students, on top of
already presented material at orientation.  Options were discussed regarding updating students more
effectively or thoroughly.  Perhaps some animated videos for pre-arrival.  The welcome letter will cover
vaccines and health insurance validation prior to entering USA.



Heather Crank inquired about J-1 students leaving USA, should they go to EIU clinic or outside clinic, it was 
suggested that they go off campus as EIU clinic only carries state mandatory vaccinations. 
 
Eric Davidson mentioned that the clinic has low prices however, because Sarah Bush took over the clinic, 
EIU does not make any profit from services offered, ie x-ray, vaccines, etc. 
 
 

III. Reports 
 
1.   OISS, Mr. Mutombo “Andy” Kabasele  
 

Mr. Kabasele reported a total of 3,789 applications, 2,102 are undergrad and 1,687 are graduate 
applications.  (This is reversed from normal applications with undergrad being higher than grad.)  
Admissions have 562 undergrads and 309 graduates.  Current80% of current applications are Ghana and 
Nigeria.  Currently 1183 Undergrad and 1080 Grad.  At time of meeting, 204 admit had been completed.  
There are high numbers of incomplete applications, email communications being sent to help close the 
gap.  India has dwindling numbers at a global rate, unsure why.    
 

2.  Programming Update: Ben Reinbolt   

 Mr. Reinbolt reported the need for committee members to review scholarships that close on March 15th.  
Preparing for the OISS International Student Banquet in April.  Ben presented with Krishna at a Rotary 
meeting to talk about experiences for international students in the USA.     

3.   Study Abroad: Heather Crank 

Mrs. Crank provided the update that all of her application deadlines had passed for scholarship or 
awards.  Working on Global food night, link to the flyer and information are in her full report attached to 
these meeting minutes.  

Report on Faculty-led Programs and activities 
• All information to be found in full report attached to minutes.   

 
 

III. Adjournment   
 
 Motion to dismiss, it was seconded.   
 The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 A.M..             

 
Minutes submitted by Melanee Bates 



IEC Monthly Meeting – 3/7/25 

 

Faculty Led Programs Update 

These are the finalized programs we have thus far.  

• Exploration of Italian Business, Technology, History, and Culture – Dr. Melton 
• Art in Florence and Rome 
• CDS Therapy Abroad in Jamaica 

Other Study Abroad Programs 

Deadlines for J-Term, Spring Break, Spring Semester: were due 10/28/24. Scholarships have been 
reviewed and students have been notified. 

Summer: 2/11/2025, Faculty Leds – Deadline has passed and students have been notified.  

Fall and Academic Year 2025-2026 – Deadline has passed 

Scholarship committee – I am hoping to have fall scholarship notifications to the students before 
April 1st so that they can decide to pay the deposit. 

 

Fall 2024 Enrollment 

We have 6 Students going abroad this fall.  

Japan, Spain, United Kingdom, Germany, Costa 
Rica, and France. 

 

 

AY 2024-2025 Enrollment 

We have NO participants as the 2 that initially 
wanted to stay an Academic Year, decided to 
come back for the Spring Semester. 

Total = 0 Students 

 

Spring 2025 Enrollment (as of 03/06/2025) 

We have 11 Students going this Spring 

4 to the United Kingdom, 2 to Japan, 2 to 
Germany, 1 to Costa Rica, 1 to Ireland, and 1 to 
Australia 

 

 

J-Term Enrollment (as of 03/06/2025) 

1 Student has dropped from their program 

Total = 0 Students

Summer 2025 (as of 03/06/2025) 

12 students have committed 

Total = 12 Applications 

 

Faculty Led 2025 (as of 03/06/2025) 

Applications for Exploration of Italian Business, 
Technology, History, and Culture  



• 9 students have committed and 
paid their deposits 

Application for the Art in Florence and Rome 
Program 

• 8 students have committed and paid 
their deposits 

Applications for the CDS Therapy Abroad in 
Jamaica program 

• 7 students have committed and paid 
their deposits 

Applications for Sport Industry in the UK 

• 5 students have committed and paid 
their deposits 

Total = 29 applications

 

Fall 2025 Applications (as of 03/06/2025) 

4 students have started an application  

4 students have committed 

Total = 8 applications 

 

 

AY 2025-2026 Applications (as of 03/06/2025) 

2 Students have been accepted 

Total = 2 Applications 

Total Students 24-25 as of 03/06/2025 = 58 
Students 

Total Applications 25-26 as of 03/06/2025 – 8 
applications 

Study Abroad Promotional Activities - Past 

Last Call Advising hours – Monday 2/10 and Tuesday 2/11 4pm to 530 MLK Bridge Lounge – I was 
central in campus for any last-minute students who have questions about their applications. 3 students 
attended.  

2/12 – 4pm to 530 (Pizza and Trivia with Caleb with Barcelona SAE) We had 5 students attend, and they 
enjoyed the experience! 

2/15 – Tabling at the Presidential Scholarship Interview Day 

3/5 – Study Abroad for LGBTQ+ Student Stories from Spain – Effingham Room 

Upcoming Sessions 

3/11 - COST EVENT with Cayla (Student) and Tara (Cost Coordinator) 1030-12pm Buzzard Atrium 

3/12 – Study Abroad Presentations for Foreign Language Week in Rincon Latino 3pm to 4pm 

3/27 – Global Food Night 6pm to 8pm Newman Center 

 Sign up Link is here! https://www.eiu.edu/international/machform/view.php?id=175691 

Please Sign up by March 15th if you are interested in bringing a dish!  

4/2 – Charalando con Caleb: The Barcelona Study Abroad Experience. 

4/3 – IECC Community College Visit – Study Abroad Session  

International Chip Tasting – (April) 

https://www.eiu.edu/international/machform/view.php?id=175691


Easter Fun with Study Abroad (April) 

Virtual Session Featuring Deshaun, student studying in the UK. 

Experiences of Ireland Featuring Emma 

SAC Events – Tentative Ideas (Cooking Nights, Game Nights, Speakers, etc.) 

Financial Aid Session – Work with Jordan G. 

Virtual Panel with Alumni, 1 who teaches English in South Korea, 1 who participated in the Peace Corps. 

And More! 

**New Item! I decided that this year, our office would do Study Abroad Students 
of the Year (awards given at the International Education Ceremony) to encourage 
study abroad students to share their experiences with students on campus.** 

Students, Faculty and staff are welcome to nominate study abroad students by 
emailing me a short paragraph as to why they think their student should get the 
award by emailing me at hncrank@eiu.edu by March 15th @1159pm. Study 
Abroad Alums are also welcome to nominate themselves for this award. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hncrank@eiu.edu
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